Nominations for FASD Membershipson a Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC)
Every four years Ontario holds municipal elections; including for school trustees. When we elect new rosters of school trustees memberships on the SEAC committees of every board in Ontario are also ALL up for renewal.  Existing SEAC members must re-apply for their positions and new members may seek a seat on their local SEAC. FASD ONE is seeking interested community members to represent FASD on local SEACs.
The FASD ONE Education Action Group (EAG) http://www.fasdontario.ca/cms/service-areas/education/ strongly enourages parents and professionals who have an understanding of FASD to apply to be on their local school board SEAC.  As our FASD representation on  Ontario SEACs has grown we are slowly changing the Ontario education system to be mindful and  more effective with students who have/ may have FASD.  Please consider applying and letting what you know about FASD make a difference to “our kids.”
Local school boards are  inviting local organizations/associations of parents that operate within the jurisdiction of yourlocal school board to apply to serve on the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) for the period December  2018 to November 2022.APPLICATIONS USUALLY CLOSE ON OCTOBER 31.
SEAC is a statutory committee of a school Board providing advice about Special Education programs and services available to students of in your local school board (Public or Catholic).You can have a positive effect.
A SEAC Committee will include up to 12 representative members selected from the nominations. Eligible nominees are members or staff of qualified organizations/associations, Canadian citizens of a minimum of 18 years of age, residents of the board and individuals qualified to vote for Trustees of the local board. (Your tax support must be directed to the board to which you are applying.) Employees of a local school board are not eligible for membership on the SEAC.
Qualified local organizations/associations must be affiliated with organizations/associations that:
1-Are incorporated       2- Operate throughout Ontario
3- Further the interests and well-being of one of more groups of exceptional children or adults
4-Do not represent professional educators. 
Organizations with an interest in Special Education that do not fully meet the above criteria may apply as a member at large. A maximum of six (out of 12)  organizations may be selected to serve in this capacity.

If you do not belong to an organization in your community FASD ONE has arranged for you to be able to apply through FASworld Canada again in 2018.  Contact cunninghammary@rogers.com for more information.
SEACs usually meet approximately 10 times during the school year, on  a designated day and at a designated time, Eg. The second Wednesday of each month from 7-9 pm.  Contact your school board for details.
Organizations/associations are usually  asked to submit their applications as follows:
· Usingorganization letterhead submit the name of the individual nominated by the organization or
association providing information regarding how that individual represents the interests and well-being of children and/or adults who are affected by FASD.  (See sample attached)
· Confirm that the individual is a Canadian Citizen and a minimum of 18 years of age, resident of the local school board community and qualified to vote for Trustees of your localboard.(Sample)
· You may also provide the name of an alternative representative. Having an alternate for this job is very effective and highly recommended.  Attending together is positive and should one of you be unable to attend FASD will still be represented at the meeting. Alternates must also apply as above.
· Indicate in your letter whether your organization is applying as a representative member or as a member at large. (if the organization does not completely fulfull all the requisites noted above.) 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL BOARD FOR SUBMISSION DEADLINES AND OTHER DETAILS.

SAMPLE LETTER:

[image: ]

Mr. John Doe, Director and Secretary ABCDSB
51 ABC Avenue, Your Town, ON, A1X 2B3
[bookmark: _GoBack]c/o e-mail address of board employee to you are e-mailing this application -very important

Date, Month/Day/Year	

Re: Nomination for a Representative to the ABC District School Board SEAC Committee

DearMr Doe :

FASworld Canada  wishes to recommend YOUR NAME as a member of the SEAC Committee for  the ABC  District School Board.  FASworld operates throughout Ontario and is applying as a representative organization. Further information is available atwww.fasworld.com

YOUR NAME is a Canadian citizen, over 18 years of age and is qualified to vote for trustees for the ABC District School Board.  YOUR NAME lives at 123 your street, your city, your postal code.  
He/she may be reached at 123-555-1234 or at your e-mail address. 

YOUR NAME has been familiar with FASD since 200X and as the parent of two children with FASD he/she is experienced in effective interventions and supports that will support the permanent brain damage associated with FASD.  (BASICALLY TELL THEM ABOUT YOURSELF, BRIEFLY) 

Although rarely diagnosed or understood, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders have been identified by Health Canada as our most common birth defect -- at least 1% of live births. Thousands  of students are affected by FASD and most are currently unrecognized. Nevertheless, the common mental, behavioural and learning difficulties associated with FASD have grave and expensive implications for the school system.  The western provinces of Canada  have already put in place strategies to assist affected students to learn more effectively, while also saving money and preventing school drop-out.  YOUR NAME could make a valuable contribution on your Special Education Advisory Committee  by helping to develop similar strategies here in Ontario.

I strongly recommend that YOUR NAME  be added to your Special Education Advisory Committee to affect positive change for students affected by FASD and their families.

Yours truly,
Cheryl Neave
Chair, FASD ONE
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